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1. Key updates 

EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
NEW ​Agreements reached between the UK and the EU: updated 31/12 
NEW ​EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
NEW ​Summary explainer 
NEW ​Prime Minister's statement on EU negotiations: 24 December 2020 

● The United Kingdom and the EU have agreed to unprecedented 100% tariff liberalisation.  
● This means there will be no tariffs or quotas on the movement of goods we produce 

between the UK and the EU. This is the first time the EU has agreed a zero tariff zero 
quota deal with any other trading partner. There will also be no import duties or taxes on 
goods temporarily admitted for display at exhibitions and/or for cultural purposes.  

● The Agreement includes provisions to support trade in services (including financial services 
and legal services).  

● The Agreement sets out the commitments taken by the UK and EU on business mobility, 
including well-established commitments on short-term business visitors; business visitors 
for establishment purposes; contractual service suppliers; and independent professionals.  

● This includes the ability for UK short-term business visitors to travel to the EU for 90 days 
in any 180-day month period for specific activities, set out in the annex (page 745).  

● Additional detail on the individual programmes the UK is intending to participate in - 
Horizon Europe, Euratom Research and Training, and Copernicus - will be included in a 
protocol to the main Agreement at a later date.  

Personal data 
NEW ​Using personal data in your business or other organisation: 31/12 
ICO statement: 28/12 

● The EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement contains a bridging mechanism that allows 
the continued free flow of personal data from the EU/EEA to the UK after the transition 
period, until adequacy decisions come into effect, for up to 6 months. EU adequacy 
decisions for the UK would allow for the ongoing free flow of data from the EEA to the UK. 

● As a sensible precaution, it is recommended that you work with EU/EEA organisations who 
transfer personal data to you to put in place alternative transfer mechanisms to safeguard 
against any interruption to the free flow of EU to UK personal data. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-european-union
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948119/EU-UK_Trade_and_Cooperation_Agreement_24.12.2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948093/TCA_SUMMARY_PDF.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-on-eu-negotiations-24-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-personal-data-after-brexit
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2020/12/ico-statement-in-response-to-uk-governments-announcement-on-the-extended-period-for-personal-data-flows-that-will-allow-time-to-complete-the-adequacy-process/
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Switzerland 
NEW ​UK-Switzerland Services Mobility Agreement: 22/12 
UK secures key services agreement with Switzerland: 04/12 
Switzerland: providing services and travelling for business: updated 28/12 

● The UK has reached an agreement with the Swiss government which protects the rights of 
UK workers living in Switzerland, and of service providers with existing contracts. 

Cultural object licences 
NEW ​Exporting or importing objects of cultural interest: updated 31/12 
New procedure for checking licences 

● The issued licence will be posted in hard copy to the name and address shown in the 
Applicant box. You will need to attach an electronic copy of the issued export licence to 
your Export Declaration and send it to HMRC’s National Clearance Hub through CHIEF. 

● The NCH will check the licences and declarations and if all is in order will notify ACE that 
Permission to Proceed (P2P) has been given so that the ACE can close that licence. 

● Exporters are advised to retain a physical copy of the licence and present to Border Force 
Officers if requested to do so. 

CITES permits 
NEW ​Trading CITES-listed specimens through UK ports and airports: updated 05/01 

● Seven CITES-designated points of entry and exit have been added. Airport: Newcastle. 
Sea ports: Fishguard, Heysham, Hull, Immingham, Pembroke, Teesport. 

Transportation 
NEW ​Carry out international road haulage: 31/12 
NEW ​International road haulage: HGV driver documents: updated 31/12 
NEW ​ECMT international road haulage permits: updated 24/12 

● What UK lorry and goods vehicle drivers need to do to drive professionally in the EU. 
 

NEW ​Haulier advice site locations: updated 08/01 
NEW ​COVID-19 testing for HGV drivers using the Port of Dover or Eurotunnel: updated 06/01 

● HGV drivers: COVID tests and border readiness checks before transporting goods to EU. 
 
NEW ​Mandatory COVID-19 testing introduced to bolster border measures: 08/01 

● All international arrivals to England, including UK nationals,  arriving by boat, plane or train 
required to present a negative COVID-19 test taken up to 72 hours prior to departure. 

National Insurance and social security contributions 
NEW ​National Insurance for workers from the UK in the EEA or Switzerland: updated 07/01 

● National insurance contributions if you’re from the UK working in the EEA or Switzerland. 
 
NEW ​Social security contributions: workers into UK from EEA/Switzerland: update 07/01 

● Social security contributions if you’re from the EEA or Switzerland working in the UK. 

eCommerce Directive 
NEW ​The eCommerce Directive and the UK: 05/01 

● What you need to do now that the eCommerce Directive no longer applies to the UK. 

Intellectual Property  
NEW ​Retaining protection in the UK for EU Intellectual Property rights: 04/01 

Procurement  
NEW ​Public-sector procurement: 07/01 

● Information on public procurement policy, and opportunities on the ​Find a Tender Service​. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-switzerland-services-mobility-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-secures-key-services-agreement-with-switzerland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/switzerland-providing-services-after-eu-exit?utm_source=ab77eed0-51f8-4fda-97fe-6487cdf70b65&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-objects-of-cultural-interest-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/carry-out-international-road-haulage-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/driving-in-the-eu-from-1-january-2021-lorry-and-goods-vehicles-drivers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ecmt-international-road-haulage-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/haulier-advice-site-locations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-for-hgv-drivers-using-the-port-of-dover-or-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mandatory-covid-19-testing-introduced-to-bolster-border-measures
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-insurance-for-workers-from-the-uk-working-in-the-eea-or-switzerland-from-1-january-2021?utm_source=9f32f303-462e-4f66-8e77-fc296ec3b206&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/social-security-contributions-for-workers-coming-to-the-uk-from-the-eea-or-switzerland-from-1-january-2021?utm_source=2914b9cd-3f90-4021-9dad-905546e08ae2&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-ecommerce-directive-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/retaining-protection-in-the-uk-for-eu-intellectual-property-rights
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMjYuMzExODU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5maW5kLXRlbmRlci5zZXJ2aWNlLmdvdi51ay9TZWFyY2gifQ.oGDn33uhZ5tM3Gy_WKXrCgB_fvKr8PpUoBs4LEA20hQ%2Fs%2F1004490789%2Fbr%2F90647316056-l&data=04%7C01%7CKirsty.Johnson%40beis.gov.uk%7Cff37e4046b214384e0e108d892bec8a6%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637420695387545357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KZG%2FC6lbbsRZfOJLaNvvhns%2Fzq%2Buoh4CVtu37FzY%2B3k%3D&reserved=0
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2. EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 

EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
Brexit checker: new rules are here 
Agreements reached between the UK and the EU: updated 31/12 
EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
Summary explainer 

● The United Kingdom and the EU have agreed to unprecedented 100% tariff liberalisation.  
● No tariffs or quotas on the movement of goods we produce between the UK and the EU. 
● The first time the EU has agreed a zero tariff zero quota deal with any other trading partner.  
● No import duties or taxes on goods temporarily admitted for display at exhibitions and/or for 

cultural purposes.  
● Provisions to support trade in services (including financial services and legal services).  
● The Agreement includes commitments on short-term business visitors; intra-corporate 

transferees; contractual service suppliers; and independent professionals.  
● This includes the ability for UK short-term business visitors to travel to the EU for 90 days 

in any 180-day month period for specific activities, set out in the annex (page 745).  
● Provisions for short term business visitors are on page 89 of the Agreement, and for 

Contractual Service Suppliers and Independent Professionals on page 90, with the list of 
permitted activities is on page 745 (STBV), page 749 (CSS), and page 751 (IP). 

● Additional detail on the individual programmes the UK is intending to participate in - 
Horizon Europe, Euratom Research and Training, and Copernicus - will be included in a 
protocol to the main Agreement at a later date.  

European Commission publications 
● The EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 

3. Moving cultural objects to the EU 

Before sending objects 
● Check if you need a CITES permit: 10/06 
● Designated point of entry or exit​: you’ll need to use a designated point of entry or exit and 

present your documents to Border Force for endorsement. 
● Check if you need a cultural object licence  
● Check if you need a ​firearms permit 

 
Importing and exporting  

● Check if you need to declare goods you take into or bring out of the UK 
● Apply to import goods temporarily to the UK 
● ATA Carnet 
● Check if you can get import duty relief on goods using Temporary Admission 

 
Work permits and visas 

● Check if your passport is valid 
● Check if you need a work permit or visa when working in the EU, EEA and EFTA states  

4. Permits and licences 

CITES permits 
Import or export endangered species: check if you need a CITES permit: 10/06 

● You’ll need CITES documents to move CITES specimens between Great Britain (England, 
Scotland and Wales) and the EU, and GB and NI, for species listed in Annexes A to D. 

● For the movement of CITES specimens from GB to NI, and from NI to GB, the import and 
export checks will all happen in NI. 

https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-european-union
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948119/EU-UK_Trade_and_Cooperation_Agreement_24.12.2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948093/TCA_SUMMARY_PDF.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/relations-united-kingdom/eu-uk-trade-and-cooperation-agreement_en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cites-imports-and-exports
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021#designated-poe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-objects-of-cultural-interest-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-what-declarations-need-to-be-made-for-goods-you-bring-or-receive-into-the-uk-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-to-import-goods-temporarily-to-the-uk-or-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-use-your-ata-carnet
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-get-import-duty-relief-on-goods-using-temporary-admission
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/providing-services-to-eea-and-efta-countries-after-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cites-imports-and-exports
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● You’ll also need to use a ​designated point of entry or exit ​and present your documents to 
Border Force for endorsement. 

● Musical instrument certificate: FED0172 
● Endangered species: apply for a travelling exhibition certificate 

 
Exporting and importing CITES specimens 

● Trading CITES-listed specimens through UK ports and airports: updated 05/01 
● Seven CITES-designated points of entry and exit have been added. Airport: Newcastle. 

Sea ports: Fishguard, Heysham, Hull, Immingham, Pembroke, Teesport. 
 

Through Eurotunnel 
● Export ​- go to ​Ebbsfleet ​or another suitable ​designated point of entry and exit sea port  
● Import  - ​g​o to ​Ashford Waterbrook ​immediately after you arrive 

 
Through Dover 

● Export or import - ​go to ​Dover Western Docks​. 
 
Through Belfast 

● Export or import - ​go to ​Belfast Seaport. 
 
Eurostar ​is ​not ​a designated port for CITES. 

Cultural object licences 
Exporting or importing objects of cultural interest: updated 31/12 
Export Licensing FAQs: 27/11 
Arts Council England Export Licensing Unit temporary procedure: updated 23/12  
New procedure for checking licences at the border 

● The issued licence will be posted in hard copy to the name and address shown in the 
Applicant box. Attach an electronic copy of the issued export licence to your Export 
Declaration and send it to HMRC’s National Clearance Hub through CHIEF. 

● The NCH  will check the licences and declarations and if all is in order will notify ACE that 
Permission to Proceed (P2P) has been given so that the ACE can close that licence. 

● Exporters are advised to retain a physical copy of the licence and present to Border Force 
Officers if requested to do so. 

Firearms 
● European firearms requirements: 31/12 

GB residents are no longer able to use a European Firearms Pass. 

5. Importing and exporting 

Customs  
Check if you need to declare goods you take into or bring out of the UK 
Check customs and duties procedures for exporting goods 

● Import, export and customs for business 
● Export goods from the UK: step by step 
● Import goods into the UK: step by step 
● How to import and export goods between GB and the EU from 1 January: updated 16/10 

Temporary admission 
Apply to import goods temporarily to the UK: updated 31/12 

● How to apply for Temporary Admission to import goods into the UK and use them for up to 
2 years or more, before re-exporting them. 

 
Check if you can get import duty relief on goods using Temporary Admission: updated 22/12 

● Find out if full relief from import duty available for goods temporarily imported into the UK. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021#designated-poe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/endangered-species-application-for-import-and-export-permit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/endangered-species-apply-for-a-travelling-exhibition-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-species-through-uk-ports-and-airports-after-brexit#designated-poe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-objects-of-cultural-interest-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/EU%20EXIT%20-%20FAQs.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/export-controls/export-licensing#section-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-what-declarations-need-to-be-made-for-goods-you-bring-or-receive-into-the-uk-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/check-duties-customs-exporting
https://www.gov.uk/topic/business-tax/import-export
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-licences-and-certificates-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-licences-and-certificates-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-import-and-export-goods-between-great-britain-and-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-to-import-goods-temporarily-to-the-uk-or-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-get-import-duty-relief-on-goods-using-temporary-admission
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Check if you need a customs guarantee: 02/12 
Customs comprehensive guarantee: 21/10 

● You may need an individual guarantee or a customs comprehensive guarantee to enter 
goods into a customs special procedure and defer duty. 

Ongoing customs movements 
Ongoing customs movements and procedures at the end of transition period: updated 07/01 

● What to do if you're moving goods or have goods in customs procedures. 

Customs practicalities  
● Get an EORI number 
● Get someone to deal with customs for you: updated 16/10 
● Delaying declarations for EU goods brought into Great Britain: 10/07 
● Bringing goods to the UK from the EU through roll on roll of ports: 11/10/19 
● Grants for recruitment, training and IT if you complete customs declarations: updated 30/10 
● List of controlled goods imported into GB from the EU: 16/10 

VAT and tax issues 
● Returned Goods Relief: updated 23/12 
● Pay no customs duty and VAT on importing museum and gallery exhibits: 27/05 
● Refunds of UK VAT for non-UK businesses or EU VAT for UK businesses: updated 31/12 
● VAT and overseas goods sold in GB using online marketplaces from 1 Jan 2021: 20/11 
● VAT and overseas goods sold directly to customers in the UK: 20/11 

 

6. Moving goods 

Border Operating Model 
The Border Operating Model: updated 06/01 
The Border with the European Union: Importing and Exporting Goods: December 2020 
The Border Operating Model Case Studies 
2025 UK Border Strategy: 17/12 

● From 1 January 2021 UK export licences will not need to be physically endorsed by Border 
Force Officers. However, traders/hauliers are advised to retain a physical copy of the 
licence and present to Border Force Officers if requested to do so.  

● Info on cultural goods on p240 of the Border Operating Model, CITES on p58 and p196, 
and ATA carnets on p64 and p200 

Transportation 
● Carry out international road haulage: 31/12 
● Transport goods GB-EU: guidance for hauliers & commercial drivers: updated 08/01 
● International road haulage: HGV driver documents: updated 31/12 
● ECMT international road haulage permits: updated 24/12 
● Haulier advice site locations: updated 08/01 
● COVID-19 testing for HGV drivers using the Port of Dover or Eurotunnel: updated 06/01 
● Government plans to keep trade flowing at the end of the transition period: 22/10 
● Kent traffic management on M20 motorway to Dover and Eurotunnel: updated 14/12 

All HGVs using the Dover/Eurotunnel crossings must obtain a digital Kent Access Permit. 

Goods Vehicle Movement Service 
● Register for the Goods Vehicle Movement Service: updated 23/12 
● How to move goods through ports that use the Goods Vehicle Movement Service: 08/12 
● List of ports using the Goods Vehicle Movement Service: 11/12 

Register, and find out what you need to do, to get your goods through customs. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-and-export-customs-comprehensive-guarantees-ccgs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-customs-comprehensive-guarantee-to-cover-customs-debts
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ongoing-customs-movements-and-procedures-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period
https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/declaring-goods-brought-into-great-britain-from-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-to-and-from-the-eu-through-roll-on-roll-off-locations-including-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grants-for-businesses-that-complete-customs-declarations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/list-of-goods-imported-into-great-britain-from-the-eu-that-are-controlled
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-236-returned-goods-relief/notice-236-returned-goods-relief
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-361-importing-museum-and-gallery-exhibits-free-of-duty-and-vat/notice-361-importing-museum-and-gallery-exhibits-free-of-duty-and-vat
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-vat-refunds-from-eu-countries-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-and-overseas-goods-sold-to-customers-in-great-britain-using-online-marketplaces-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-and-overseas-goods-sold-directly-to-customers-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925140/BordersOpModel.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/949044/BordersOpModel_Case_Studies.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2025-uk-border-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/transport-goods-from-uk-by-road
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transporting-goods-between-great-britain-and-the-eu-from-1-january-2021-guidance-for-hauliers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/driving-in-the-eu-from-1-january-2021-lorry-and-goods-vehicles-drivers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ecmt-international-road-haulage-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/haulier-advice-site-locations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-for-hgv-drivers-using-the-port-of-dover-or-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-steps-up-plans-to-keep-trade-flowing-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/kent-traffic-management-on-m20-motorway-to-dover-and-eurotunnel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-the-goods-vehicle-movement-service
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-how-to-move-goods-through-ports-that-use-the-goods-vehicle-movement-service
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/list-of-ports-using-the-goods-vehicle-movement-service
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ATA Carnet 
● How to use your ATA Carnet: How to use: updated 23/12 
● London Chamber of Commerce and Industry ATA Carnet guidance 

 
Eurotunnel or Dover 

● Moving goods through Eurotunnel or Dover: updated 18/12  
 
Export through Eurotunnel or Dover 

● To have your ATA Carnet processed, you will need to go to one of: 
○ North W​eald Airfield; ​Ebbsfleet; ​or ​Sevington 
○ HGVs may need to go to ​Manston Airport. 

 
Import through Eurotunnel  

● Go to ​Stop 24​, alternatively ​Sevington ​or ​Ashford Waterbrook  
 
Import through the Port of Dover 

● Go to ​Dover Western Docks, ​alternatively ​Sevington or Ashford Waterbrook 
 
Holyhead 

● Moving goods through the Port of Holyhead with an ATA Carnet: updated 31/12 
Go to ​Roadking Truckstop, Holyhead​. Open ​Monday to Sunday: 7am to 10pm. 

Common transit or EU transit 
● Moving your goods to common or EU transit countries: updated 29/12 
● Move goods through Dover and Eurotunnel using common transit: updated 21/12 

How to move your goods to ​EU countries​ and ​common transit convention countries 

7. Visiting the UK and EU 

Visiting Europe 
● Visit Europe from 1 January 2021  
● Visit Europe: Business travel extra requirements 
● Healthcare for UK nationals visiting the EU: updated 31/12 
● Healthcare when travelling abroad  
● Passport rules for travel to Europe: 20/10 

At least 6 months left on a passport needed to travel to most countries in Europe. 

Visiting the UK 
● Visiting the UK as an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen: updated 31/12 
● Immigration rules for visitors: updated 07/01  
● Immigration Rules Appendix Visitor: Permitted Activities: 07/01 
● Healthcare for visitors to the UK from the EU: updated 31/12 
● Healthcare for EU citizens living in or moving to the UK: updated 07/01 

National Insurance and social security contributions 
● National Insurance for workers from the UK working in EEA or Switzerland: updated 07/01 
● Social security contributions: workers coming to UK from EEA/Switzerland: updated 07/01 

8. Northern Ireland 

Trading, moving goods and VAT 
● Trading and moving goods in and out of Northern Ireland: updated 31/12 
● Moving goods into, out of, or through Northern Ireland from 1 January 2021: updated 07/01 
● How VAT will apply to goods moving between Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 10/12 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-use-your-ata-carnet
https://www.londonchamber.co.uk/export-documents/ata-carnet/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-through-the-port-of-dover-and-eurotunnel-with-an-ata-carnet
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-through-the-port-of-holyhead-with-an-ata-carnet
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-move-goods-between-or-through-common-transit-countries-including-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-goods-through-the-port-of-dover-and-eurotunnel-using-common-transit
https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/common-transit-convention-countries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-nationals-travelling-to-eu-essential-information?utm_source=4f1d10ae-5f04-40a9-94b3-a819a6ebeb34&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-1-january-2021/business-travel-extra-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-residents-visiting-the-eueea-and-switzerland-healthcare
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/healthcare-when-travelling-abroad/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-v-visitor-rules
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-visitor-permitted-activities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-for-visitors-to-the-uk-from-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-for-eu-citizens-living-in-or-moving-to-the-uk-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-insurance-for-workers-from-the-uk-working-in-the-eea-or-switzerland-from-1-january-2021?utm_source=9f32f303-462e-4f66-8e77-fc296ec3b206&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/social-security-contributions-for-workers-coming-to-the-uk-from-the-eea-or-switzerland-from-1-january-2021?utm_source=2914b9cd-3f90-4021-9dad-905546e08ae2&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-and-moving-goods-in-and-out-of-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/moving-goods-into-out-of-or-through-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-vat-will-apply-to-goods-moving-between-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
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9. Services 

Guides for working in the member states of the EU and EFTA 
● Providing services/business travel to EU, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein 
● Selling services to the EU, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland & Liechtenstein: updated 28/12  
● Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein: arrangements from 1 January 2021: updated 31/12 

Switzerland 
● Switzerland: providing services and travelling for business: updated 28/12 
● UK-Switzerland Services Mobility Agreement: 22/12 
● Switzerland arrangements from 31 January: updated 31/12 

The UK has reached an agreement with the Swiss government which protects the rights of 
UK workers living in Switzerland, and of service providers with existing contracts. 

EU businesses 
● EU business: providing services to the UK: updated 08/12 
● EU business: working in the UK: updated 06/01 
● EU business: data protection and copyright: updated 05/01 

eCommerce Directive 
● The eCommerce Directive and the UK: updated 05/01 

Procurement  
Public-sector procurement: 07/01 

● Information on public procurement and contract opportunities on the ​Find a Tender Service​. 

10. International trade 

Trade agreements 
● The UK’s trade agreements 
● UK trade agreements with non-EU countries: updated 31/12  

UK Global Tariff 
● UK Global Tariff: updated 04/01 

The UKGT replaced the EU’s Common External Tariff on 01/01/2021. It will apply to goods 
exported from countries with which the UK does not have a preferential agreement. 

Subsidies (including EU state aid) 
Complying with the UK’s international obligations on subsidy control: 31/12 

● Guidance for public authorities explaining the subsidies chapter of the EU-UK Agreement, 
World Trade Organisation rules on subsidies, and other international commitments. 

11.EU settlement scheme 

EU Settlement Scheme 
● The deadline for applying is 30 June 2021. Key documents are here: 

○ Apply to the EU Settlement Scheme (settled and pre-settled status) 
○ EU Settlement Scheme: introduction for employers 
○ EU Settlement Scheme: employer toolkit 
○ EU Settlement Scheme: template letter to EU citizen staff 
○ EU Settlement Scheme: presentation 
○ EU Settlement Scheme: ID document scanner locations: updated 04/12 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/providing-services-to-eea-and-efta-countries-after-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/providing-services-to-any-country-in-the-eu-iceland-liechtenstein-norway-or-switzerland-after-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/eu-exit-transition-norway-iceland-and-liechtenstein
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/switzerland-providing-services-after-eu-exit?utm_source=ab77eed0-51f8-4fda-97fe-6487cdf70b65&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-switzerland-services-mobility-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/eu-exit-transition-switzerland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-business-services
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-business-working-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-business-data-protection-and-copyright
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-ecommerce-directive-after-the-transition-period
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-sector-procurement
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMjYuMzExODU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5maW5kLXRlbmRlci5zZXJ2aWNlLmdvdi51ay9TZWFyY2gifQ.oGDn33uhZ5tM3Gy_WKXrCgB_fvKr8PpUoBs4LEA20hQ%2Fs%2F1004490789%2Fbr%2F90647316056-l&data=04%7C01%7CKirsty.Johnson%40beis.gov.uk%7Cff37e4046b214384e0e108d892bec8a6%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637420695387545357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KZG%2FC6lbbsRZfOJLaNvvhns%2Fzq%2Buoh4CVtu37FzY%2B3k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-uks-trade-agreements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-trade-agreements-with-non-eu-countries?utm_source=18911085-24b5-4aa4-82bb-9fd8a1aa4a69&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tariffs-on-goods-imported-into-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-introduction-for-employers?utm_source=c36f543d-ea10-4d3d-bc12-700bb9664c6a&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/eu-settlement-scheme-employer-toolkit?utm_source=e1642742-5612-4969-8263-bf125a81ea50&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-template-letter-to-eu-citizen-staff?utm_source=fab52946-c7a0-48cd-9ac1-6c955ac1fdcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-presentation?utm_source=bbe04dad-45f5-4e99-bb34-ae611b12064c&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-id-document-scanner-locations?utm_source=695e1a21-30a7-40ea-9c99-9950ab296f98&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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12. Immigration 

Recruiting from the EU 
● Hiring from the EU 
● UK points-based immigration system: employer information: updated 04/01 
● New immigration system: what you need to know: updated 13/07  
● UK points-based immigration system: further details statement: updated 04/08 
● Points-based immigration system goes live: 01/12 
● Student Route​ and ​Child Student route  

Applications for the new ​Skilled Worker route​ have opened, as have the following routes: 
Global Talent visa; Innovator visa; Start-up visa; and Intra-company Transfer visa. 

Licensed sponsor 
● Register as ​a licensed sponsor​ to be able to hire eligible employees from outside the UK​, 

provided they meet certain ​eligibility requirements​.  

EU, EEA and Swiss citizens 
● Introductory guides​ for those planning to enter the UK.  
● Individual country pages​ with translated information across 24 EU languages.  
● EU, EEA & Swiss nationals who arrived in 2020 should apply to the ​EU Settlement Scheme 

Employer support 
● UK employers can sign up to receive email updates on the new immigration system ​here​. 
● Home Office Podcast: ​Business and the Future of Immigration in 2021​: independent 

experts explain the new immigration system and the steps you can take to prepare. 

13.Data protection and intellectual property 

Bridging mechanism 
Using personal data in your business or other organisation: updated 31/12 
ICO statement: 28/12 

● The EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement contains a bridging mechanism that allows 
the continued free flow of personal data from the EU/EEA to the UK after the transition  
period, until adequacy decisions come into effect, for up to 6 months. EU adequacy 
decisions for the UK would allow for the ongoing free flow of data from the EEA to the UK. 

● As a sensible precaution it is recommended that you work with EU/EEA organisations who 
transfer personal data to you to put in place alternative transfer mechanisms to safeguard 
against any interruption to the free flow of EU to UK personal data. 

Intellectual Property 
Intellectual Property after January 2021: updated 01/01  

● Retaining protection in the UK for EU Intellectual Property rights: 04/01 
● Intellectual property and the transition period: updated 31/01  
● Orphan works database 
● Protection of databases 
● Copyright: detailed information 
● Collective Rights Management Directive 
● Apply for an EU trademark protection  
● Register a design at EUIPO  
● Protecting your design abroad  
● Registering and renewing .eu domain names in the UK: updated 31/12 

DCMS Data toolkit 
● Data toolkit​: campaign to encourage businesses to prepare for new personal data rules 

https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21417&em=19324953&turl=https://pbisemployers.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-points-based-immigration-system-employer-information
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-immigration-system-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-points-based-immigration-system-further-details-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/points-based-immigration-system-opens
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21699&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21699&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/child-study-visa
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=22104&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/skilled-worker-visa
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=22104&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/apply-sponsor-licence
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21417&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/guidance/recruiting-people-from-outside-the-uk-from-1-january-2021
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21699&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-points-based-immigration-system-employers-and-eu-citizens
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21699&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-information-for-eu-citizens
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21693&em=19324953&turl=https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://response.smartcdn.co.uk/homeofficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=21417&em=19324953&turl=https://gov.smartwebportal.co.uk/homeoffice/public/webform.asp%7Cq%7Cid=191%7Ca%7Cid2=9633A4
https://play.acast.com/s/intelligencesquared/businessandthefutureofimmigrationin2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-personal-data-after-brexit
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2020/12/ico-statement-in-response-to-uk-governments-announcement-on-the-extended-period-for-personal-data-flows-that-will-allow-time-to-complete-the-adequacy-process/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/intellectual-property-after-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/retaining-protection-in-the-uk-for-eu-intellectual-property-rights
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/intellectual-property-and-the-transition-period?utm_source=835fddd9-4d92-4990-af80-db20ad19bf63&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/web/observatory/orphan-works-db
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/protection-databases
https://www.gov.uk/topic/intellectual-property/copyright
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-collective-rights-management-directive
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/route-to-registration
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/designs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-your-uk-intellectual-property-abroad/protecting-your-design-abroad
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-domain-names-what-you-need-to-do-before-the-end-of-the-transition-period
https://dcms.wetransfer.com/downloads/6562177431c4be22958a5ac8e68fbb2820201112102543/d718a1
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14.EU funding and finance 

EU funding 
● Getting EU funding: updated 31/12 

 
Funding you can apply for under the current spending framework 

● You can apply for: 
○ European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
○ European Social Fund (ESF) 

 
Funding you can apply for throughout the next spending framework from 2021 to 2027 

● The UK will take part in the Peace Plus programme, and intends to continue participating in 
the following programmes: 

○ Horizon Europe 
The UK will associate to ​Horizon Europe​. ​ Association will give UK scientists, 
researchers and businesses access to funding under the programme on equivalent 
terms as organisations in EU countries. The next step is for both sides to formally 
adopt the full text of the agreement taking into account the finalised EU 
Programme Regulations.  

○ Euratom 
○ Copernicus 

15.Arts, heritage, tourism and cultural sector 

Guidance for DCMS sectors and policy areas  
● Arts, heritage and culture: updated 05/01  
● Tourism: updated 05/01 
● Art market: updated 05/01 
● Creative industries: updated 05/01 
● Guidance for DCMS sectors on the UK’s exit from the EU: updated 01/01 

16.Business support 

Webinars 
● Sign up for live sessions organised by BEIS ​here​, by HMRC ​here​, on trade ​here​. 

HMRC customs video guidance  
● What is Customs? 
● What you need to know to bring goods into the UK 
● What you need to do to send goods out of the UK 

 
● HMRC Brexit transition communications resources: updated 23/12 

Information on exporting and importing goods between the EU and GB 

HMRC forums 
● Online customer forums​ on customs, excise, VAT and other tax related issues. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/getting-eu-funding
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-2014-to-2020-european-structural-and-investment-funds
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-social-fund-programme-guidance
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe_en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/horizon-2020-what-it-is-and-how-to-apply-for-funding
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/euratom
https://www.copernicus.eu/en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/preparing-for-the-end-of-the-transition-period-if-you-work-in-arts-heritage-and-culture-sectors
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/preparing-for-the-end-of-the-transition-period-if-you-work-in-the-tourism-sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-art-market-sector-from-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-creative-industries-sector-from-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/brexit-guidance-for-dcms-sectors
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4MzcxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53b3JrY2FzdC5jb20vQ29udHJvbFVzaGVyLmFzcHg_Y3Bhaz0yOTA1NTUyMzY2NDgyMDQzJnBhaz0yODA3MzM5NTI0NDM5NzI1JnJlZmVycmVyPUJJUkQifQ.1sSVD-8FFNAuHd0uIeoETedDGBV3-3xZ7q4SsnNH0_U/s/1252048518/br/86055105968-l
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-and-support-for-uk-transition
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMDkuMzAwOTU1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvaGVscC1hbmQtc3VwcG9ydC1pZi15b3VyLWJ1c2luZXNzLXRyYWRlcy13aXRoLXRoZS1ldSJ9.mKKT4ouFjy0V-KVyatQYJXgfSeQo2lFWFOoa2wWGQks/s/1252048518/br/88195418179-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwNTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PW1RYmtqenUyWm9NIn0.2WXQrDTF8WH-qxuLf5ZdvcY7YDUBNdd4jfKoSh-ItWo/s/1117153791/br/84845745245-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwNTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PU9aNm9yMGQ2Q3hrIn0.S7uOA-W7cwW_iTSgYTb5S6tabmgMoYGz9ITCk_xyaIE/s/1117153791/br/84845745245-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwNTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PTVhVGlZakIyUjRjIn0.6BewjhdY-YUU9PWYYZUD5989JzNevCeGp2lTo6R3fmE/s/1117153791/br/84845745245-l
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-brexit-transition-communications-resources
https://community.hmrc.gov.uk/forums/customerforums/

